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USC Dornsife is your personal, private college, on the edge of the intellectual 
universe — in the heart of one of America’s great research universities. It’s your new 
niche in the rich social fabric of Los Angeles — the nation’s most diverse 
city. It’s where you’ll find people just like you, and make friends who are nothing 
like you. It’s the ideal academic environment. It’s your lab, your home, and 
your playground. It’s micro and macro — where you’ll discover the intricacies of 
the fields and the ideas that move you. It’s where you major in opportunity — 
exploring countless combinations from over 80 majors and 80 minors across 
the liberal arts. And double majoring in four years. (No, really.) It’s hard work 
and praise. Hard work and challenge. Hard work and pizza, study groups, 
and all-nighters. It’s where you study with world-class faculty, in a one-to-one 
environment — where you have academic support 24/7/365 — where you 
learn to collaborate with peers in your major and across academic disciplines 
— where you have the freedom to pursue your dreams, thoughts, and 
beliefs, and debate them with confidence and intellectual force. It’s where 
you discover who you are and who you want to become. Oh, and by 
the way — it’s the time of your life.



Big picture: Dornsife delivers.

2,000 students enroll in Service 
Learning Courses through 
Dornsife's Joint Educational 
Project each year

2,000+ Bachelor's Degrees  
Awarded Each Year average class size26 students
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88

Undergraduate Major Programs

Undergraduate Minor Programs

88
+
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6,653 Undergraduate Students

Tenured and  
Tenure-Track Faculty

457

Academic Departments and Programs 37
1 9

Research Centers 
and Institutes47

of USC’s Valedictorians  
Since 1992 Majored  
in USC Dornsife
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“ Dornsife puts you at the center of 
the action, connecting you to an 
extraordinary network of opportunities 
for intellectual, professional, and 
personal growth.”

6

At Dornsife we’ve got...

National Endowment for  
the Humanities Fellows35
American Academy  
of Arts and Science 
Fellows21

4 Nobel Prize Recipients

13 National Academy of 
Sciences Members

Fulbright Fellows 
since 200916

6 National Academy of 
Engineering Members

Royal Society Fellow1
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Individual attention.  
Space for reinvention.

Why Dornsife?
ERIC GOLDMAN: I went into college undecided about what I wanted 

to study. And Dornsife, more than any other school I applied to, was 

supportive of that. Dornsife sees its job as helping you experience  

new ideas and classes that will enable you to make informed choices 

about your major. Because of its interdisciplinary approach, you get to 

explore a lot of fields without having to pigeonhole yourself until you 

figure out what you like.

KYLE PHAM: I loved the collaborative environment and how involved 

everyone is here. And the sheer number of majors and minors is  

incredible. I’m a double major in cognitive science and philosophy, 

politics and law, which means I get to study the human mind and  

how human reasoning works from a multitude of perspectives. 

 

What Dornsife experience most stands out for you?
ERIC GOLDMAN: USC supports you in overseas travel in a really unique 

way. I studied abroad at the London School of Economics — where  

I was able to take classes toward my major in economics — and  

Dornsife did everything possible to facilitate the process. They have an 

office in London and a full-time professor whose entire job is to make 

sure you are having the best experience. The individual attention I 

received was remarkable.

KYLE PHAM: I hope to become a lawyer who works with startups. Dornsife 

enabled me to take classes taught by USC law professors and experience 

the Socratic method firsthand. It was an amazing experience.

What makes a student successful at Dornsife?
KYLE PHAM: At Dornsife you are encouraged to branch out and ask 

questions. I took courses outside my comfort zone that ended with me 
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adding another major and considering law as  

a career much more seriously. The future is much 

more exciting when you create a lot of options  

for yourself — and getting more options starts  

with an open mind.

ERIC GOLDMAN: Students should not be afraid 

to show a passion for something. I always advise 

people to be uncompromising about that passion, 

and to use Dornsife’s tremendous resources in 

pursuit of what they really want to achieve. Don’t 

just study abroad or write a thesis because 

you can; do it because you feel compelled to. 

Dornsife gives you opportunities to pursue  

your passion in unique and surprising ways.

Dornsife gives new meaning to educational opportunity. Alumnus Eric Goldman  
and student Kyle Pham discuss accessing resources and pursuing their passions.

“ At Dornsife you are encouraged to 
branch out and ask questions. The 
future is more exciting when you 
create options for yourself — and 
getting more options starts with an 
open mind.”
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Customized learning.  
Personalized support. 

What sealed your decision to come to Dornsife?
ASHLEY LUO: I applied to USC Dornsife because of its prestigious 

reputation, so when I received a full ride, I accepted immediately.

ANDREW MORRIS: When I visited as a prospective student, I was 

struck right away by the community here. I could tell Dornsife was 

the kind of place where I would make friends for life. It was then 

that I realized I had found my new home!

How did you decide what to study at Dornsife?
ASHLEY LUO: When I applied, I was fascinated with trying to 

understand people – how we feel and how we think — so I came 

in as a psychology major. But then I started taking economics 

courses, and I discovered that econ is closely tied to decision-

making and behavior. Later I also fell in love with the mathematics 

that underlies economic models and analyses. Ultimately, I ended 

up with a double major in economics and applied mathematics. 

The flexibility to switch majors at Dornsife allowed me to follow my 

interests wherever they went.

ANDREW MORRIS: I was drawn to cognitive science, which is 

perhaps the most rapidly developing field in the social and natural 

sciences. At Dornsife, I was able to combine courses in computer 

science, neuroscience, psychology, philosophy, and linguistics. 

Mathematics interested me because it challenged me to think 

differently and quantitatively. The combination of both majors 

has been really exciting.

How are you applying your Dornsife degrees?
ASHLEY LUO: I am a data scientist at Verizon Wireless, using 

statistical models and machine learning algorithms to understand 

and predict customer behavior. I use concepts from my classes 

— like econometrics, probability theory, statistics, and computer 

science — on a daily basis. My writing skills from all of my 

Dornsife classes also come in handy when I’m trying to 

deliver elegant and persuasive results to management!

What do you see as the value of a liberal arts 
education?
ANDREW MORRIS: I’ve gained skills that will yield dividends 

in whatever career or lifestyle I choose. Dornsife encourages 

students to pursue majors and minors across disciplines, study 

abroad, do research, make time for student organizations, 

engage in professional development, and explore one of the 

world’s greatest cities. I haven’t come across students from 

other universities — or even other schools at USC — who 

have this kind of variety in their schedules, but I meet them at 

Dornsife every day.

No matter where you start out at Dornsife, the end goal is the same: spreading 
your wings to reach your full potential. Alumna Ashley Luo and student Andrew 
Morris contemplate the beauty of the double major and the merits of math.

“ When I visited as a prospective 
student, I was struck right away 
by the community here. I could 
tell Dornsife was the kind of place 
where I would make friends for life.”
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Dornsife math
( fascinating core classes)  

×  
(introductory courses in your major)  

+  
(one-on-one academic advising)  

× 
[personalized freshman seminars and cutting- 

edge freshman science honors program]
+ 

[expert individual writing instruction] 
+  

[exploring one of the world’s most vibrant cities]3 

[broadening your horizons by  
adding a minor or second major]  

+ 
[learning through service + self discovery  

through extracurricular involvement] 
×  

[getting academic support from peers through  
the Supplemental Instruction program ]  

+ 
[taking an experiential Maymester course ]  

×  
[applying for a summer internship  

through the Dornsife Gateway program]  

[finding your passion]10 
×  

(innovative student-faculty research)
+  

(fieldwork around the globe)  
+

(studying abroad)
+

(discovering foreign cultures)
×  

[exploring post-graduation options through  
the Dornsife Career Pathways office]  

[scholarships for grad school + interview  
skills for jobs + networking with alums] 

×   
[completing a senior thesis research project]  

+  
[collaborating with world-class  

centers and institutes] 
×  

[planning for post-graduation ] 
+ 

[done in only four years!] 

1ST YEAR 3RD YEAR2ND YEAR 4TH YEAR

a prestigious degree  +  an experience that will change your life  +  an unbeatable future
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Your ticket to anywhere.

When it came to choosing a college, you had a  
lot of options. What led you to Dornsife?
MARMARAH SIMILIEN: The options here are endless. I came to 

USC knowing I wanted to be an English major, but also wanting 

the freedom to explore all my different interests. Dornsife is per-

fect for that because it brings together so many courses of study, 

so I knew it would be easy to minor in something like biology, or 

double major, or even change my major. Within this one school, 

you can do almost anything.

JENNIE ZHANG: I actually went to USC for its joint program in 

business and film. My first year, I participated in Thematic Option, 

Dornsife's alternative, humanities-focused general education 

program, and absolutely loved it. I decided it would be a better use 

of my time to study English and take tons of diverse classes than 

to stay in business school and only focus on one thing. Ultimately, 

I knew I’d be able to take my liberal arts knowledge and skills and 

apply them in business! It was win-win. 

How is your degree shaping your  
professional path?
JENNIE ZHANG: Today I work in data operations at Uber. I’m the 

person who connects the data consumers to the data engineers. 

My background in English has helped a lot. So much of my job is 

communicating. Everyone on my team sends me their documents 

to review — they rely on my editing!

MARMARAH SIMILIEN: I also love editing — in fact, right now I 

have an internship editing a book, and it’s a dream job. It would be 

amazing to do it full-time, and Dornsife puts that within my reach. 

We have such a strong alumni network, and I’ve been in contact 

with Trojans who are working at editing and publishing firms. To 

be on that road and to meet other people who have walked it suc-

cessfully — it keeps the dream alive.

What do you think makes Dornsife special?
MARMARAH SIMILIEN: I was worried coming in: How 

would I get noticed in such a big school with so many things 

going on? But I’ve discovered it’s very hard to feel like you’re 

invisible here. Dornsife is always reaching out with incredible 

opportunities. The size of it makes it even better — it opens 

up so many doors.

JENNIE ZHANG: For me, the small class sizes were a huge plus. 

I was in some with only four or five students! You get to know 

your classmates really well, and the professors are truly invested 

in how they can help you.

At Dornsife, finding yourself and finding a career are not mutually exclusive.  
Student Marmarah Similien and alumna Jennie Zhang share their thoughts  
on flexibility, opportunity, and doing what they love.

“ Dornsife brings together 
so many courses of 
study. The options here 
are endless. Within this 
one school, you can do 
almost anything.”

15



An education for  
every destination.

WE TAKE YOU THERE

The best education helps you learn about yourself. 

But to thrive in a global environment, you also need 

to get to know the world. USC Dornsife puts it at your 

fingertips, providing students invaluable opportunities to 

engage with cultures, languages, and economies on five 

continents and with people from every walk of life.

Our semester- and year-long study abroad options 

span 55 programs in 30 countries. Read Russian in St. 

Petersburg. Master biochemistry in Berlin. Relive ancient 

history in Greece. Pursue environmental studies in Cape 

Town. Navigate neuroscience in Australia. No matter 

where your interests lead, Dornsife takes you there — 

connecting you to far-off places and one-of-a-kind 

experiences that go beyond anything you have imagined.

THE DORNSIFE DIFFERENCE

Because we feel strongly that international experience 

should be a vital component of the undergraduate 

years, we do more than just offer students overseas 

study possibilities — we actually encourage them. USC 

Dornsife is your advocate from the planning stages until 

you return safely home, working with you to ensure your 

academic program abroad engages your interest and 

fulfills all requirements to graduate on time. During your 

time away, we are a steady support system, serving as 

mentors, advisors, and friends and linking you with other 

Trojans in your host country.

At Dornsife, study abroad is open to all majors. To 

maximize flexibility, it is also available for various terms 

and durations throughout the year. Maymester takes 

place just after spring semester finals, though it is 

officially registered as part of the spring semester course 

load. These intimate, four-unit courses send students to 

locations like Singapore, Morocco, and Peru for research 

and experiential learning. Summer sessions allow 

students to make their holiday breaks both fascinating 

and productive, earning credits and becoming engaged 

global citizens.
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Semester- and year-long study  
abroad options span 55 programs  
in 30 countries.
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ATHENS
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NEW ORLEANS, LA

NEW YORK CITY, NY
USC

USC

CAPE TOWN
BUENOS AIRESSANTIAGO

MANAGUA

SÃO PAULO

DURBAN

RHOTIA

Off-campus study doesn’t have to take you overseas; 
Dornsife offers a variety of summer programs in several 
exciting cities across the country. Study water and energy 
issues in Borrego Springs, contemporary art in New York, 
or defense and foreign policy in Washington, D.C.

At Dornsife you can study abroad for a month, a summer, a semester, or a year.

LOS ANGELES: YOUR LABORATORY 
Step off campus, and you’ll find an abundance 
of hands-on learning opportunities right here in 
Los Angeles. Shadow physicians at a hospital, 
volunteer in a local elementary school, intern at  
a consulate, learn from faculty in the Huntington-
USC Institute on California and the West, or teach 
kids at the California Science Center.

CATALINA ISLAND 

BORREGO SPRINGS

We’ll take you there: around the world,   throughout the U.S.,       and across L.A.



Each year, Dornsife awards on average 
$700,000 in research grants to its 
undergraduates through the SOAR  
and SURF programs.
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Vast resources.  
Breakthrough discovery.

WHERE LEARNING COMES ALIVE

We believe in education that is active and three-dimensional. 

Learning in lecture is important — but pairing those lessons with 

on-the-ground opportunities for hands-on research is equally vital.

At Dornsife, undergraduates take advantage of dynamic resources 

for research, working alongside faculty and graduate students 

to create knowledge and expand the boundaries of possibility. 

Dornsife students leverage programs like Student Opportunities 

for Academic Research (SOAR), a $1,000 grant that enables 

undergraduates to join existing research projects which explore 

questions around neuroscience, immigration, modern art, 

conservation psychology, and more. The Summer Undergraduate 

Research Fund (SURF) offers students up to $3,000 in funding to 

collaborate on original faculty research — around the world — on 

topics ranging from water sustainability and cancer biology, to 

political development in the Middle East and the role of the World 

Bank in advancing human rights.

Dornsife also puts students in the driver’s seat in tackling problem-

based research: examining complex social challenges with 

implications that cross boundaries. Problems Without Passports 

takes students across the globe to pioneer innovative approaches 

to topics such as pandemics, weapons of mass destruction, and 

climate change  — issues that demand big thinking and that  

require transnational solutions.

ALL ABOUT THE INSTITUTES

Dornsife makes research easy by giving undergraduates 

unprecedented access to it's/our 47 influential institutes 

institutes — centers of thoughtful investigation that shape 

domestic and international dialogues. The Jesse M. Unruh 

Institute of Politics bridges the academic study of the 

subject with practical experience in the field. Established 

in 1994 by Steven Spielberg, the USC Shoah Foundation 

Institute maintains one of the largest video digital libraries 

in the world, making audio-visual interviews with survivors 

and witnesses of the Holocaust and other genocides a 

compelling voice for education and action. The Brain and 

Creativity Institute explores the neurological bases for 

a large array of mental functions — from emotion and 

decision-making to the creativity expressed in the arts, 

sciences, and technology. Undergraduate voices enrich 

these institutes, building students’ expertise and 

putting them on a path to breakthrough discovery.
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Dornsife specializes in pre-health advisement, 
assisting students with their next steps in fields 
from medicine to pharmacy to physical therapy.

The place to seek success.
EARN MORE THAN A DEGREE

When Dornsife students leave here after four years, they 

have earned a degree and built a resume. Our goal is both 

to educate you and to get you ready for life beyond the 

classroom, and we do it by offering unprecedented options 

for internships and other career-making opportunities.

The Dornsife Gateway Internship Program is based on 

the premise that paid internships, professional mentorship, 

and leadership development are essential aspects of 

preparation for a successful post-college career. The  

USC Career Center and Dornsife's Career Pathways 

office work with students and their families to identify  

long-term job objectives and to place students in positions 

to help reach their goals.

Internships at Dornsife have another added benefit, as well: 

linking students to the global Trojan Family alumni network, 

whose members (375,000 and counting!) give them access 

to every discipline under the sun. Examples of previous 

student internship industries include: 
// Political consultancies 
// Hospitals 
// Fortune 500 companies 
// City government 

// National nonprofits 
// Entertainment industry  
// Foreign service 
// World-class museums 
// Congressional campaigns 
// Private foundations

Ours is a community of connectors — of prominent and 

up-and-coming Trojans eager to help each other make their 

mark here at home and around the world.

FACULTY MATTERS

Professors at Dornsife are distinguished scholars and leading 

practitioners in their fields. Superstars in psychology, law, 

literature, international relations, physics, foreign languages, 

biology, creative writing and more, they leverage their renown 

and experience to give students a jump start on high-

powered and impactful futures.

Because Dornsife is the academic heart of USC, our 

faculty is expansive, covering nearly the breadth of human 

endeavor. What this means for you is simple: If you have an 

interest, we can not only help you develop it — we can also 

help put you on a path to professional fulfillment.
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What comes next
HOW TO APPLY

The USC Dornsife experience combines the intimate rigor of a liberal arts education with the vast 

resources of a major research university. You can benefit from both: To learn more about how to 

apply, visit dornsife.usc.edu/how-to-apply

SCHOLARSHIPS

In recognition of academic excellence, leadership, service and talent, USC awards numerous 

prestigious scholarships to incoming and continuing students. Information about merit-based 

funding can be found at dornsife.usc.edu/scholarships-and-financial-aid

FINANCIAL AID

We back our commitment to affordability with a significant investment in student support: USC 

administers one of the largest financial aid programs in the United States. The university meets 100% 

of financial need for undergraduates who satisfy all eligibility requirements and meet all deadlines. 

Additional information is available at financialaid.usc.edu
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Office of Admission

3709 Trousdale Parkway
Mudd Hall of Philosophy (MHP) 106
Los Angeles, CA 90089


