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30
 the number of  

countries represented 
 by Ostrow students

9 
million

67 thousand

the total of research  
grants awarded to Ostrow  

in 2012 alone

the volume of patients seen by Ostrow 
students and residents each year

“ Ostrow offers students the 
opportunity to pursue every 
interest, from community 
service to research, to exposure 
to specialties.”

Ostrow School of 
Dentistry of USC

Across programs, 
the Ostrow School 

of Dentistry adheres 
to one standard: 

excellence. This is a 
place where students 

train to be the best 
in their fields, where 

faculty are renowned, 
and where access to 

opportunity is hands 
above the rest. At 

Ostrow, we’ve broken 
the mold on clinical 
education, securing 
our place as one of 
the nation’s finest 

schools of dentistry.

—MUHANNAD AL SALAYTA, DDS ’14

“ I chose USC because I truly 
believe it is the best school 
to prepare me for my future 
career as a clinician.
—NISHA PATEL ‘13



10,000 the size of Ostrow’s 
worldwide alumni  
network

Where great dentistry 
takes root

Since 1897, the Herman Ostrow School of Dentistry of USC has 
informed and inspired teaching and practice in the oral health profes-
sions. From innovative curricula AND the trailblazing use of technol-
ogy in dental care to life-altering advances in restorative dentistry and 
groundbreaking biomedical research, the Ostrow School is setting the 
standard for dental education and for the provision of oral health care 
nationwide.

 The school also is committed to education and practice that transcend 
the classroom and the clinic. Reaching out to provide oral health treat-
ment and education to thousands of people in need — not only in Los 
Angeles and Southern California, but also across international borders 
— the school offers community-assistance programs that benefit 
vulnerable populations and foster a lasting dedication to service.

Representing a diversity of backgrounds and experiences, students at 
the Ostrow School come together to create a close-knit community of 
learners. Ostrow alumni include luminaries in the field — prominent 
experts practicing cutting-edge dentistry and conducting groundbreak-
ing research around the globe. These men and women — present, past 
and future leaders in oral health — are redefining the art and science 
of dentistry. Their commitment to providing patient care of the highest 
caliber, strengthening communities through service and pioneering 
medical advances distinguishes them as among the nation’s finest 
dental professionals.

Whether launching the first advanced 
residency program in oral and maxil-

lofacial surgery west of the Mississippi; 
founding the USC Center for Craniofacial 

Molecular Biology (one of only three 
National Institute of Dental Research-

supported centers in the country); or 
establishing the Student Professionalism 

and Ethics Club (one of the first of its 
kind nationwide), Ostrow has continued 

to make its mark as an elite training 
ground for innovation in dentistry.
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ADVANCED SPECIALTY  
CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

The Ostrow School offers training in the 
following advanced dental specialties:

>> Endodontics

>> General Practice

>> Operative Dentistry

>> Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

>> Oral Medicine

>> Orofacial Pain

>> Orthodontics

>> Pediatric Dentistry

>> Periodontics

>> Prosthodontics

Polished training.  
Sparkling results.

DOCTOR OF DENTAL SURGERY (DDS)
Central to the Ostrow School philosophy is a learner-centered approach 
that prepares DDS students with comprehensive clinical training and 
thorough grounding in the latest techniques for advanced oral healthcare.

DENTAL HYGIENE PROGRAMS (BS, BS/DDS, MS)
The Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene degree prepares students to 
join a rapidly growing profession as an important member of the dental 
health team. The DH/DDS Pathway is a selective six-year program that 
provides both training in dental hygiene and a Doctor of Dental Surgery 
degree. The Master of Science in Dental Hygiene degree offers graduate-
level training to next-generation leaders in the field.

ADVANCED STANDING PROGRAM FOR INTERNATIONAL DENTISTS (DDS)
This program is custom-tailored to meet the needs of dentists trained in 
other countries. Graduates earn a DDS degree, making them eligible for 
licensure in the United States.

CRANIOFACIAL BIOLOGY GRADUATE PROGRAMS (MS, PHD)
The Master of Science in Craniofacial Biology and the Doctor of Phi-
losophy in Craniofacial Biology prepare students for careers as clinical 
scholars or as members of multidisciplinary teams of health professionals 
in academic research centers.
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87% 84%
of DDS students and dental hygiene students  

receive financial aid.



$7 million
the value of free care  
provided by Ostrow’s  
community oral health  
programs each year

Filling a need
A focus on outstanding community service and patient care  
has been integral to Ostrow’s mission since the inception of  
the school. Under the supervision of faculty dentists at the  
Norris Dental Science Center, students provide routine check-
ups, cleanings, specialty treatments and urgent care to thousands 
of patients each year.

The Ostrow School also has a rich tradition of serving the 
neighborhoods surrounding USC’s campuses, engaging students 
in a wide range of community-based oral health programs that 
treat the homeless, children from low-income families, senior 
patients who are medically compromised, and others in need. 
These university-community partnerships foster a lifelong ethic 
of service and transform health outcomes for the most vulner-
able members of our society.

Caring for the underserved is both a core component of 
Ostrow’s clinical curriculum and a key aspect of our students’ 
extracurricular life. They routinely volunteer for additional 
community service above and beyond the school’s requirements. 
Community sites include Skid Row in Downtown Los Angeles, 
Early Head Start programs, community health fairs, affiliated 
hospitals and more. 

Our graduates consistently cite the 
Ostrow School’s vital community 

health programs as one of the 
greatest assets in preparing them 
for dental practice. The programs 

serve 9,000 children, 1,300 disabled 
and elderly patients and 1,200 

homeless individuals — helping 
Ostrow students hone crucial skills 

and making a tangible difference in 
the lives of families throughout Los 

Angeles and beyond.
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Impact and  
excellence

Faculty members at the Ostrow School are dedicated educators, 
visionary researchers and renowned clinicians — highly regarded 
experts who also are professionally and personally committed to 
their students’ success.

Ostrow faculty work at the forefront of the dental sciences, devel-
oping revolutionary technologies and spearheading discovery in 
fields ranging from pediatric dentistry to craniofacial surgery to 
tissue regeneration. Their leadership has been instrumental in mak-
ing Ostrow home to an array of groundbreaking research centers 
where investigators are unraveling the mysteries of human genetics, 
promoting early detection and targeted treatment of disease and 
accelerating the translation of knowledge acquired in the labora-
tory to clinical application.
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From leading focus groups to 
building corporate and community 

partnerships to advancing the 
development of bioengineered 
devices, faculty researchers at 

Ostrow are exploring new ways of 
encouraging families and commu-

nities to commit to good oral health 
practices, increasing access to 

dental care and improving dentist-
patient communication.


