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PASSION



As dean of the internationally renowned USC school of music, people often ask me

what makes a successful musician. And as all of us in the music world know, there is

no secret formula, no magic ingredient. Music is more than just notes; it’s what you

do with the notes, and what lies between them: passion and drive. Discipline and

inspiration. Talent and a commitment to excellence.

At USC Thornton, we understand what makes great music. Which is why we

occupy a place as one of the nation’s premier conservatory-quality music schools,

attracting top student talent from across the globe and boasting an unparalleled array

of world-class faculty and celebrated visiting artists and ensembles.

In the universe of elite music schools, USC Thornton’s advantages are unmatched.

Our programs help students build the skills they’ll need to compete in the world of

21st century music. From an incredibly rich classical tradition to a forward-looking

jazz program, to music industry and film scoring programs that reflect today’s entertain-

ment industry, USC Thornton prepares its students to succeed in every arena.

As they grow and develop their musical talent, Thornton students also benefit from

their role in USC’s broader campus community. One of the country’s most prestigious

private universities, USC puts its vast resources at students’ fingertips, enabling them

to enjoy the full college experience. And at USC Thornton, students find themselves

in the heart of Los Angeles, a vibrant entertainment and cultural capital that brings

unequaled personal and professional opportunity.

You stand on the cusp of a critical decision:  where to pursue your lifelong passion

for music. As a musician, you know your path won’t be easy. But as you look to make

your choice, I can promise you this:  You’ll find no place like USC Thornton anywhere

else in the world.

Dr. Robert A. Cutietta, Dean

WELCOME TO USC THORNTON
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At USC Thornton, we take great pride in our ongoing legacy 

of excellence.

Founded in 1884, just four years after the University of Southern

California first opened its doors, the Department of Music was the

new university’s first professional school. And as Los Angeles grew,

the School of Music grew with it, building a close association with

the fledgling L.A. Philharmonic and attracting nationally- and inter-

nationally-renowned artists to the ranks of its faculty.

Generations of distinguished faculty, talented students and 

celebrated guest artists have put USC Thornton on the map as a

global destination for people serious about music. The names of

prominent alumni fill the pages of music history and continue to

chart a course into the profession’s exciting future. Only at USC

Thornton have legendary faculty like Jascha Heifetz, Gregor

Piatigorsky, Eudice Shapiro, William Primrose, Gwendolyn Koldofsky

and Ingolf Dahl paved the way for modern-day artists and teachers

like Midori Goto, Stephen Hartke, Carl St.Clair, Pepe Romero, Shelly

Berg and Daniel Pollack. The list goes on and on.

Today, Thornton’s prestige and influence in the world of interna-

tional music only continue to grow. Consistently ranked among the

top 10 music schools and conservatories in the country, USC

Thornton offers 50 majors and minors at both undergraduate and

graduate levels. And as one of the oldest and most vibrant cultural

institutions in Los Angeles, USC Thornton presents more than 500

concerts and recitals each year, and is the only college music school

with a radio program regularly broadcast in a major media market.

For an entire faculty list, please see insert in the back pocket.

Or visit www.usc.edu/music/faculty.

LET EXCELLENCE BE YOUR INSTRUMENT
USC THORNTON SCHOOL OF

MUSIC

Established  1894

Total enrollment  1,000

Student diversity Representing 

over 40 countries

Student/faculty ratio  6:1

Programs of study  26 undergraduate

majors, 5 undergraduate minors, 

28 master’s degrees, 3 certificate 

programs, 27 doctor of musical arts 

programs, 1 doctor of philosophy program
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EXCELLENCE



With its comprehensive expertise across disciplines

and instruments, USC Thornton enables its students

to experience the joy of creating — and learning

about — great music.

The programs offered at USC Thornton are

unmatched in diversity or distinction. From the thrill

of performance to the rigors of academic study, USC

Thornton prepares its students to be the very best.

Choral Music

Classical Guitar

Composition

Early Music

Harp Studies

Jazz Studies

Keyboard Collaborative Arts

Keyboard Studies

Music Education

Music History & Literature

Music Industry

Organ Studies

Sacred Music

Scoring for Motion Pictures and Television

Strings

Studio/Jazz Guitar

Vocal Arts

Winds & Percussion

JOY IN JUST THE RIGHT NOTE
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In addition to its world-class degree and certificate 

programs, USC Thornton offers a truly remarkable series

of signature programs to help students take their achieve-

ment to an even higher level.

USC THORNTON SIGNATURE PROGRAMS INCLUDE

USC Thornton Protégé Program

Bridging the worlds of music training and the music 

profession, the Thornton Protégé Program prepares 

experienced, versatile and entrepreneurial musicians 

to compete successfully in today’s music marketplace.

The Protégé program identifies students who demon-

strate outstanding potential and provides them with 

mentoring and financial support. Students selected 

for this program attend workshops, guest lectures and 

networking events designed to burnish their skills and

enhance their career prospects.

USC Thornton Executive Programs in Music Industry

It is due in no small part to Executive Programs in Music

Industry that Rolling Stone magazine cites USC Thornton

as one of the country’s best music schools. Under the lead-

ership of Jerry Del Colliano, former publisher of Inside

Radio and a top authority on media convergence, the pro-

grams provide an advanced and innovative entertainment

industry resource that strives to bridge the gap between

the industry and the next generation.

Outreach Program

The Outreach Program combines music performance and

education for children in the local community with service-

learning opportunities for our students.

Under the auspices of this program, USC Thornton has 

also established the Midori Center for Community

Engagement, which gives professional musicians and

music educators from around the world new tools in 

their work with young children.

Thornton Center Stage

USC Thornton is the nation’s only college music school

with a regularly broadcast radio program heard in a major

media market. Hosted by renowned composer and per-

former Alan Chapman, Thornton Center Stage is heard on

Sundays on 91.5 Classical KUSC in Los Angeles; 88.5

KPSC in Palm Springs; 91.1 KDSC in Thousand Oaks and

88.7 KQSC in Santa Barbara. Visit www.kusc.org.
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EXCITEMENT



Key to USC Thornton’s appeal among top musicians from around

the globe is the excitement offered by the surrounding university.

USC boasts all the advantages that come with its place as one of

the nation’s foremost private universities. From visiting scholars to

Greek life to the country’s finest collegiate athletics, USC Thornton 

students enjoy every aspect of the college experience, and are an

integral part of the USC campus community.

USC students are doers. They attend jazz concerts on campus;

they occupy leadership roles in student politics; they play intramural

sports; they lend their time and talents to meaningful community

service. At USC, a dazzling array of student interests blossoms 

and thrives.

For over 125 years, USC has distinguished itself as a cradle of

innovation and excellence. From the Victorian Age (when a woman

was named valedictorian of the university’s first graduating class 

in 1884) to the Space Age (first man on the moon Neil Armstrong 

is an alum), USC has broken barriers in this world and beyond.

The USC experience is unmatched in its combination of 

academic star power, wide-ranging cultural and extracurricular

offerings and amazing student diversity. Throw in a strong Trojan

alumni network that can literally open doors all over the world,

and you begin to understand why the best and brightest find a

home at USC.

For developing musicians, the benefit is clear:  In addition to 

fostering musical excellence, a USC education allows Thornton 

students to cultivate the broad range of skills they’ll need to be 

better musicians and more successful human beings.

UNLOCK THE EXCITEMENT OF USC
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN

CALIFORNIA

Established  1880

Undergraduate majors  89

Number of full-time faculty 3,100

Student diversity  Representing all 50

states and 150 countries

Varsity sports  19

Student clubs and organizations  Over

600
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Life at USC Thornton is inextricably tied to its location in Los Angeles,

one of the world’s most vibrant, culturally rich and inspiring cities.

Home to the nation’s major recording, radio, film and television

industries, L.A. allows Thornton students to take advantage of

countless opportunities on stage, on air, on a studio lot or anywhere

else in the professional music industry. And at USC Thornton, stu-

dents benefit from this hometown advantage, working, listening and

learning from professionals at the center of music-making and enter-

tainment production in this global music capital. 

Its location at the center of international music enables USC

Thornton to attract faculty with strong performing careers, musicians

who bring their professional experience to the academic arena. USC

Thornton students thus soak up invaluable instruction at the hands

of extraordinary working professionals who offer real-world knowl-

edge of what it takes to build a successful music career. 

USC Thornton is the collegiate partner of choice for the city’s highest

caliber performing arts organizations. The L.A. Opera, L.A. Chamber

Orchestra, L.A. Master Chorale, L.A. Philharmonic and countless others

look to USC Thornton students for their key ensemble members, 

principals, soloists, conductors, managers and contractors. Many of our

students play with the L.A.-based American Youth Symphony, among

the country’s finest orchestras for musicians 16 to 25.

Host to an incredible geographic and cultural diversity, L.A. offers

something for every interest. USC Thornton students use the city as a

living laboratory, exploring world-class museums, fascinating historical

sites and countless other cultural treasures, not to mention Southern

California’s famed beaches, deserts and mountains. In Los Angeles,

the city is more than just backdrop: It is a vital part of an exhilarating

educational experience.

A CITY TO INSPIRE YOUR MUSIC
L.A. AT A GLANCE

Founded  1781

Nickname  City of Angels

Population  3.96 million

Climate  Temperate year round

Famous for  Hollywood; Malibu;

Beverly Hills

Culture  Over 80 stage theaters and

300 museums
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INSPIRATION



COMMITMENT



At USC Thornton, we understand the unique challenges

that face our students and the high level of commitment that

the study of music requires. But USC Thornton students 

pursue their dreams in good company, preceded by an illus-

trious roster of celebrated alumni.

World-famous mezzo-soprano Marilyn Horne (BM

’53)…classical guitar virtuoso Christopher Parkening (BM

’69)…jazz guitarist Lee Ritenour (BM ’72)…baritone

Rodney Gilfry (MM ’83)…music director of the Los

Angeles Master Chorale Grant Gershon (BM ’85)…award-

winning film composer David Newman (MM ’82)…At

USC Thornton, these are more than just names; they are

esteemed friends and colleagues who found success and

fulfillment as part of the Trojan family.

Of course USC Thornton does more than encourage its stu-

dents to seek the spotlight:  It prepares them to excel across a

broad range of exciting careers that combine professional

acclaim with a strong sense of personal accomplishment.

Alumna Leticia Oaks Strong (BM ’94), a violist with the

L.A. Philharmonic, notes that, “It’s so great to have a

music school that has all these different kinds of music. I

think that’s rare. It certainly was incredibly useful for me.”

Melissa Mackey (DMA ’03), assistant professor of bassoon

and music history at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale,

observes that USC Thornton and her DMA program “really

helped build my resume when applying for jobs.”

And Elizabeth Rowe (BM ’96), principal flutist of the

Boston Symphony Orchestra, expresses her satisfaction

that Thornton and USC are “so integrated into the larger

musical community of Los Angeles.” Her time at USC

Thornton allowed her to feel that “I was able to really

reach out and experience a little bit of the ‘real world’

while still a student.”

Perhaps Michael Tilson Thomas (BM ’67, MM ’76),

Grammy award-winning conductor, director of the San

Francisco Symphony and founder and director of the New

World Symphony, sums it up best:  “In addition to the high

level of technical training I received, the school and USC

provided me the broad cultural education so necessary to

make truly meaningful music and to become a spokesper-

son for this art that we love so much.”

A CHORUS TO YOUR COMMITMENT
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Detailed information on application and audition requirements is available at

www.usc.edu/music


